
 

 

 

PHRASE 

 

Definition Examples 

 

group of related words without  

subject and/or verb 

 

 

a 20-year-old green roof (noun phrase) 

have been working (verb phrase) 

on the long wooden table (prepositional phrase) 

living in the U.S. (participial phrase)  

 

 

CLAUSE 

 

Definition Types Examples 

 

 

group of related words with  

subject and verb 

 

 

independent (or main) = 

complete idea = sentence 

 

 

The student is working hard. 

 

dependent (or subordinating) ≠ 

complete idea ≠ sentence 

 

 

because the student is working hard 

 

SENTENCE TYPES 

 

Types Forms Examples 

 

Simple sentence 

 

1 independent clause 

 

You are a student. 

He is a professor. 

 

 

Compound sentence 

 

2 independent clauses 

 

You are a student, but he is a professor. 

You are a student; he is a professor. 

You are a student; however, he is a professor. 

 

 

Complex sentence 

 

1 independent clause +  

1(+) dependent clause(s) 

 

You are a student whereas he is a professor. 

Whoever works hard will do well in his class. 

You are a student who works very hard. 

 

 

Compound-Complex sentence 

 

2(+) independent clauses +  

1(+) dependent clause(s) 

 

You are a student whereas he is a professor, and 

you both work together to fully understand the 

material. 

 

 


